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TKf THP-' CLAIMS 

Please amend claim 34 as Mows: 

,. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A computer-implemented system fa .%*« -*»» 

numbers, comprising: 

fa) a computer system; and 

serialized across all of the computer systems. 

2 (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1, wherein the control pap includes one or more 
range value (SI), and a starring sequence number (Starting SN). 

3. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 2, wherdn the idendfier is a user-defined value that 
identifies a use for the sequence number. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 2, wherein a value stored in N Klenones a range of 
sequence number assignments. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1, wherein one or more attobures from me control 
page are stored in a data structure that is stored in the computer system. 

6 (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 5. wherein the data struemre include, one or more 

"number remaining" value (NJREM). 

7. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 6, wherein a value stored in N_REM indicates when a 
tange of sequence numbers should be obtained from the control page. 
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8. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1, wherein the control page is periodically saved to the 
data storage device, in order to effect a hardening of the control page. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1, therein the sequence number assignment logic 
further comprises logic for latching the sequence number to serialize generation of the sequence 
numbet \wthin the computer system. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1, wherein the sequence number assignment logic 
further comprises logic for physically locking the control page to serialize updates to the control 
page across multiple computer systems. 

1 1 . (ORIGINAL) The system of claim 1 0, wherein the physical lock is not maintained when 
the computer system fails, so that other computer systems are not prevented from continuing to 
generate new sequence numbers. 

12. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method of assigning sequence numbers in a 
computer-implemented system, comprising: 

(a) generating a recoverable, unique sequence number using sequence number assignment 
logic performed by a computer system for assignment to an application; and 

(b) storing the sequence number in a control page, wherein the control page is stored in * 
database on a data storage device coupled to the computer system and shared with other computer 
systems, and updates to the control page are serialized across all of the computer systems. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 12, wherein the control page includes one or more 
attributes selected from a group of attributes comprising an identifier, the sequence number (SN), a 
range value (N), and a starting sequence number (Starting SN). 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 13, wherein the identifier is a user-defined value that 
identifies a use for the sequence number, 

15. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 13, wherein a value stored in N identifies a range of 
sequence number assignments. 
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16. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 12, wherein one or more attributes torn the control 
page are stored in a data structure that is stored in the computer system. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The method of 16, wherein the data structure includes one or more 
attributes selected from a group of attributes comprising a sequence number (SN_MEM) and a 
"number remaining" value (N_RBM). 

18. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17, wherein a value stored in NJtEM indicates 
when a range of sequence numbers should be obtained from the control page. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The method of ckim 12, wherein the control page is periodically saved to 
the data storage device, in order to effect a hardening of the control page. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 12, wherein the sequence number assignment step 
further comprises latching the sequence number to serialize generation of the sequence number 
within the computer system. 

21. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 12, wherein the sequence number assignment step 
further comprises physically locking the control page to serialize updates to the control page across 
multiple computer systems. 

22. (ORIGINAL) The method of ^im 21, wherein the physical lock is not maintained 
when the computer system fails, so that other computer systems are not prevented from contbubg 
to generate new sequence numbers. 

23. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) An article of manufacture embodying logic for 
performing a method of assigning sequence numbers in a computer-implemented system, the 
method comprising: 

(a) generating a recoverable, unique sequence number using sequence number assignment 
logic performed by a computer system for assignment to an application; and 

(b) storing the sequence number in a control page, wherein the control page is stored in a 
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database on a dam storage device coupled to *c computer system and shared with other computer 
systems, and updates to the control page are serialized across all of the computer systems. 

24. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 23, wherein the control page includes 
one or more attributes selected from a group o£ attributes comprising an identifier, the sequence 
number (SN), a range value (N), and a starting sequence number (Starting SN). 

25. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 24, wherein the identifier is a user- 
defined value chat identifies a use for the sequence number. 

26. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 24, wherein a value stored in N 
identifies a range of sequence number assignments. 

27. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 23, wherein one or more attributes 
from the control page are stored b a data structure that is stored in the computer system 

28. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 27, wherein the data structure bcludes 
one or more attributes selected from a group of atmbutes comprisbg a sequence number 

(SN JvIEM) and a "number remaining" value (N_REM). 

29. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 28, wherein a value stored b N^REM 
mdicates when a range of sequence numbers should be obtained from the control page. 

30. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 23, wherein the control page is 
periodically saved to the data storage device, in order to effect a r^rdenbg of the control page. 

31. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 23, whereb the sequence number 
assignment step further comprises latching the sequence number to serialize generation of the 
sequence number within the computer system. 
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32. (ORIGINAL) Hie article of manufacture of claim 23, wherein the sequence number 
assignment step further comprise, physically belong the control page to serialize update to the 
control page across multiple computer systems. 

33. (ORIGINAL) The article of manufacture of claim 32, whexein the physical lock is not 
Stained when the computer system fails, so that other computer systems axe not prevented from 
continuing to generate new sequence numbers. 

34. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A data structure used by sequence number assignment 
logic performed by a computer syrem, the data structure [[s]] comprising: 

a control page that contains a sequence number that has no restrictions on its size, an 
identifier that is a user-defined value that identifies a use for the sequence number, a range value (N) 
that identifies a range of sequence number assignments, and a starting sequence number (Starring 
SN) that comprises an initial value for the sequence number, triirmn tV rnntrol pa^e is store dini 
1||t „ - r — *~ — r ^ ^ pled to the corner system and sh*^ whh other camp tfg 
systems, and updates to the control page axe serialized across all of the compute, systems. 

35. (ORIGINAL) The data structure of claim 34, wherein one or more attributes from the 
control page ate stored in an in-memory data structure in the computer system. 

36. (ORIGINAL) The data structure of claim 35, wherein the m-memory data structure 
includes one or more attxibutcs selected from a group of attributes comprising a sequence number 
(SN_MEM) and a "number remaining" value (N„REM). 

37. (ORIGINAL) The data structure of claim 36, wherein a value stored in N_R£M 
indicates when a range of sequence numbers should be obtained from the control page. 

38. (ORIGINAL) The data structure of claim 35, wherein the control page is periodically 
saved to a data storage device, in order to effect a hardening of the control page. 

39. (ORIGINAL) The data structure of claim 35, wherein the sequence number is latched to 
serialize generation of the sequence number within the computer system. 
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40. (ORIGINAL) The data structure of claim 35, wherein rhe control page is physically 
locked by a computer system to serialize updates to the control page across multiple computer 
systems. 

41. (ORIGINAL) The data structure of claim 40, wherein the physical lock is not maintained 
when the computer system fails, so that other computer systems are not prevented from continuing 
to generate new sequence numbers. 
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